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A-Level Further Mathematics Celebrates Further Increases

Further mathematics is expected to be the fastest growing subject at A-level again when results are announced later this month.
The Further Mathematics Network is expecting the number of candidates sitting the exam to have increased significantly this year, meaning they have increased from 6,000 to 8,000 in just three years. The increase in numbers sitting AS-level Further Maths is even more impressive – up well over 50 per cent in the same period.

Charlie Stripp, Further Mathematics Network Programme Leader said, “This is great news because it means that these students will be better prepared when they go on to mathematics, science or engineering degrees. Further Mathematics is a very demanding qualification that can stretch and challenge the best students and can make a real difference to students’ understanding of the subject.”

He added that he was pleased to see Further Mathematics being offered to students from all socio-economic backgrounds. “Currently, only a fifth of A-level students attend independent schools, but over a third of Further Mathematics entries are from students in this sector. I am delighted that the Network can now provide tuition to any A-level student if they cannot study it at their school or college.”
The number of entries for Further Mathematics A-level has remained steady for many years, whilst overall student numbers have soared. This has meant that universities have become reluctant to ask for Further Mathematics qualifications even though they would prefer students studying for mathematics-related degrees to have them. This is because they knew that most students could not access Further Mathematics tuition in their schools and colleges. At the same time, 40 per cent of those sitting A-level Mathematics now achieve a grade A, making differentiating between the very best students a serious problem for top universities
Celia Hoyles, Chief Mathematics Adviser to the government said, “The increase in A-level Further Mathematics in just three years is an astonishing achievement. It will make a huge difference both to the students going on to university and to the departments who will be teaching them. But over the next 10 years, I would still like to see this number double."
The Further Mathematics Network was set up in 2005 and aims to re-introduce Further Mathematics as an A-level option to all sixth form students. It builds collaborations between schools, colleges and universities to bring together interested students to create groups in which the subject can be taught. The Network now has 1,300 schools registered either for tuition or support for Further Mathematics teaching, and several schools have already begun teaching the subject again as a result.

The increases are not just welcomed by mathematics departments, but also by other mathematics-rich subjects such as physics and engineering.
Dr John Morton, Chief Executive of the Engineering and Technology Board said, “The Further Mathematics Network is doing an excellent job.  Engineering relies heavily upon mathematics so that, when students begin an engineering course with a Further Mathematics qualification, whether at A-level or AS-level, we find they are significantly better prepared to manage their studies.”
Notes for Editors
1. The Further Mathematics Network is a government-funded initiative, supported by the Department for Children, Schools and Families and is managed by Mathematics in Education and Industry, an independent charity that supports mathematics education.  It was set up following a successful 5 year pilot project that was developed by MEI and funded by the Gatsby Charitable Foundation.

2. The Further Mathematics Network involves schools, colleges and universities working together collaboratively to widen opportunities for students.  It uses a blended learning strategy that employs intensive tutorial input alongside independent study that is supported by extensive, purpose-written, online resources.  This model is proving very successful and, suitably adapted, could be used by other high-value shortage subjects such as physics and modern languages.

3. Further Mathematics reinforces the content of the standard AS/A-level Mathematics and introduces students to fundamental concepts such as complex numbers and matrices, which are vital for many mathematics related degrees.

4. Case studies of students who have been able to study Further Mathematics because of the Network are available.

5. For more information please contact Charlie Stripp on 07771 864 507 or by email at charlie.stripp@mei.org.uk.

The Further Mathematics Network

MEI Office

Oak House

9 Epsom Centre

White Horse Business Park

Trowbridge

Wilts

BA14 0XG

www.fmnetwork.org.uk 

[image: image1.png]