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Further significant increases in AS and A level Further Mathematics entries

AS and A level Further Mathematics entries are up significantly again this year, representing continued success for the Further Mathematics Network in supporting and promoting Further Mathematics across England.

AS Further Mathematics numbers are up from 6292 to 7426, an 18% increase, and A level Further Mathematics Numbers are up from 7270 to 7872, an 8.3% increase.  

Since the Further Mathematics Network started up, Further Mathematics numbers have increased dramatically year on year, resulting in overall increases of 37.6% at A level and 86.6% at AS level since 2004.

These increases are far greater than for any other subject.  This is particularly remarkable for a subject that is universally recognised as being academically demanding.

Further Mathematics is very important to support students going on to mathematics-related degrees involving Sciences, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics (STEM) and those relating to economics and finance.

Now that the Further Mathematics Network has made Further Mathematics tuition available to all students in England, universities are beginning openly to encourage students to take it.  In the past many schools and colleges could not offer Further Mathematics tuition, so universities were reluctant to ask for it, even though they would have liked to, for fear of disadvantaging some students.  More universities are now beginning to see Further Mathematics mentioned on students’ UCAS forms.  In the past it was almost always only the elite Russell group of universities that had applicants taking Further Mathematics qualifications.

Most university courses require a significant amount of mathematics.  As a result of the upsurge in Further Mathematics numbers many more students starting their degrees are much better prepared for what awaits them.

For further comment please call:

Charlie Stripp
Further Mathematics Network Programme Leader, 01392 435604

Roger Porkess
Chief Executive, MEI, 01803 840343


Also see the FM Network press release of 13 August 2007 at www.fmnetwork.org.uk/press_releases.php. 

For background information on the Further Mathematics Network, please see www.fmnetwork.org.uk. 

